University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-12-1988

Rodriguez Testimony On Noriega's Involvement In
Laundering Billions In Drug Money
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Rodriguez Testimony On Noriega's Involvement In Laundering Billions In Drug Money." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/1315

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 075390
ISSN: 1089-1560

Rodriguez Testimony On Noriega's Involvement In
Laundering Billions In Drug Money
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, February 12, 1988
On Feb. 11, Ramon Milian Rodriguez, a Cuban-born US citizen, now serving a 43-year sentence for
money laundering, told Sen. John Kerry's Foreign Relations subcommittee that a "ballpark figure"
of what he paid Panamanian Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega for his services was between $320 and
$350 million. Rodriguez said that in hundreds of trips to Panama, he moved about $11 billion in
drug profits from secret safehouses around the US run by the Medellin cartel, through Miami and
Panama. According to the witness, his personal earnings came to about $2 million to $3 million
per month. Toward the end, he said, he was laundering $200 million per month. In the meantime,
Rodriguez added, he ran what was perceived to be a respectable legal accounting practice in Miami.
He also served on the board of several Miami banks and companies. After referring to Noriega as
"sort of a slippery and tricky fellow," Rodriguez testified that he paid a commission of between one
and 10% to Noriega, depending on the transaction. In turn, Noriega gave him the use of Panama's
airports, banking system and security officers to facilitate the money-laundering. Rodriguez was
also provided with information about the identity of US drug agents, radio frequencies and the
schedules of the Coast Guard and US Navy surveillance vessels. Rodriguez said the Panamanian
general first agreed to participate in money-laundering in 1979. Four years later, Noriega revealed
his identity to US authorities, and Rodriguez was subsequently arrested for illegally transporting
$5.4 million in cash. (Basic data from New York Times, 02/12/88)
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